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Name of event- Patriots of Manipur Hijam Irabot  

No. of student - 25 

                                          

Born on 30 September 1896 at Oinam Leikai near Pishumthong, Imphal, Manipur. After his 

father's death, he moved with his mother to stay with his aunt Sougaijam Ongbi Ibeton Devi 

at Moirangkhom Sawaijam, Imphal. After his mother's death and his return from Dacca in 

1915 he was sheltered in the house of Maibam Samden of Wangkhei, Imphal. He was known 

as Jana-Neta (Leader of the people) by the Cacharis, Simanta Prahari (Sentinel of the 

Frontier) by Hemango Biswas, AFOJI ( elder comrade in Burmese or, comrade Ahal to the 

armed Manipuri red guards) by the then Burmese Communist Party. His Contribution  

Member of the Sadar Panchayat Court; appointed on 1 April 1930 and resigned on the 17 

March, 1939. 

Irabot was finally permitted to enter Manipur in March 1946. In Manipur he organized a 

new party called the Manipur Praja Mandal in April 1946. He attended two sessions of the 

Nikhil Manipuri Mahasabha before he was expelled from the membership of the Working 

Committee of the Mahasabha on the charge of being a member of the Communist Party of 

India. He attended the second congress of the CPI held at Calcutta from 28 Feb to 6 March 

1948. 

The first Communist Party of Manipur was formed on 23 August 1948. In the June/ July 

1948 election to the Manipur Assembly, Irabot contested and won under from the Utlou 

Constituency as a Krishak Sabha candidate. Before the inauguration of the Assembly, Irabot 

on behalf of the Manipur Praja Sangha and Manipur Krishak sabha called a meeting at the 

M.D.U Hall on 21 September 1948, to protest against the formation of Purbachal Pradesh, 

comprising of Manipur, Tripura, Cachar and Lushai Hills.  

A scuffle took place at Pungdongbam when the Manipur Sate Police prevented a group of 

citizens who came to attend the meeting in which a police officer was killed on the spot. 

The Manipur state council declared the Manipur Praja Sangha and Manipur Krishak Sabha 

unlawful. The state officials declined to constitute an Enquiry Committee to investigate the 

Pungdongbam incident. 

Irabot could not attend the first meeting of the Manipur Legislative Assembly held on 18 

October 1948 because of the warrant against him. Irabot formed an underground 

Communist Party of Manipur on 29 October 1948 and carried out armed struggle against 

the government. He died on 26 September 1951 at the foothills of the Anggo Hills. 


